it"  '  S 

PRINCETON,    N.  J. 


Division.. 
Section  . . 
Shelf.   N'lwiber 


t  x. 

L.....,.i 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/lifelightforwome36woma 


FOB  WOMANc 


Vol.  III.  JUNE,  1873.  No.  6. 

TUEKEY. 
ORIENTAL  SCENES. 

BY  MISS  C.  O.  VAN  DUZEE. 

You  will  wonder  from  what  out-of-the-way  place  I  am 
writing.  Well,  it  is  an  out-of-the-way  place  in  real  earnest 
I  don't  believe  it  was  ever  put  down  on  a  map.  Indeed, 
you  cannot  see  the  village  until  you  are  very  near  it ;  and 
then  it  has  more  the  appearance  of  a  cluster  of  huge  ant- 
hills than  any  thing  else.  Nevertheless  I  am  here  in  the 
"ant-hills,"  and  find  plenty  of  work  to  do  among  the  in- 
habitants. Mr.  Pierce  and  I,  with  a  man  to  take  care  of 
our  horses,  left  Erzroom  on  Monday,  Jan.  20,  and  arrived 
here  the  next  night,  having  travelled  thirty-one  miles. 

During  the  first  three  days  of  my  stay  there  was  a  wedding 
in  progress.  The  bride  was  loaded  down  with  silver  orna- 
ments hung  on  her  forehead,  ears,  and  neck  in  profusion  ; 
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and  fastened  to  her  waist  behind  was  a  great  quantity  of 
black  fringe.  She  wore  a  long  red  broadcloth  garment, 
which  reached  nearly  to  her  feet.  On  her  head  were 
several  veils,  —  first,  a  red  cotton  handkerchief  falling  down 
to  her  feet ;  another  in  front  covering  her  face  and  hands  ; 
a  white  muslin  strip  hanging  down  at  the  sides ;  then  a 
red  handkerchief  again,  just  appearing  under  a  yellow  one, 
and  both  falling  nearly  to  the  waist.  On  the  top  of  all  was 
a  sort  of  bead  mat  fringed  with  red  and  yellow  tassels. 
Altogether  she  looked  quite  like  a  mummy ;  and  I  don't 
believe  any  American  man  could  be  persuaded  to  marry  such 
a  figure.  The  bridegroom  was  wonderfully  arrayed  in  red 
silk  and  broadcloth  garments  coming  nearly  to  the  floor. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  persuading  the  two  to 
join  hands ;  and  they  would  not  answer  the  questions 
at  all. 

After  the  ceremony,  there  were  some  congratulations  to 
tne  friends  of  the  couple ;  and  they  were  then  escorted  to 
the  house  of  the  bridegroom's  brother,  which  was  to  be  their 
home.  Instead  of  musical  instruments  and  dancing,  which 
are  usual  on  such  occasions  among  those  of  the  old  faith, 
we  had  sacred  music.  We  of  the  bride's  company  had  for 
our  wedding-banquet  eggs  fried  in  butter,  dried  plums 
stewed  with  butter  poured  over  them,  sour  milk,  and 
cheese.  While  we  ate,  the  bride  sat  just  behind  us,  and 
did  not  touch  a  mouthful.  Whenever  any  one  entered  the 
room,  she  arose,  and  did  not  sit  down  till  told  to  do  so ;  but, 
if  either  of  her  husband's  brothers  came  in,  she  was 
obliged  to  stand  till  they  left.  When  coffee  was  passed, 
I  drank  one  cup,  and  gave  the  second  to  her.  I  knew  that 
it  was  against  their  customs,  but  that  they  would  excuse 
me  for  any  breach  of  their  etiquette.  She  passed  it  to  her 
mother-in-law.  They  wanted  me  to  have  another;  but 
I  told  them  I  should  give  it  to  her.    They  said  she  would 
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not  drink,  because  both  of  her  husband's  brothers  were 
in  the  room :  so  I  rose  and  held  my  shawl  before  her,  which 
amused  them  so  much,  that  they  told  her  to  drink. 

Every  day  I  have  been  to  two  or  three  houses,  reading 
and  explaining  the  Bible  to  attentive  listeners,  although 
generally  to  few  at  a  time.  They  are  busy  at  their  work 
in  the  morning,  aud  are  obliged  to  see  to  their  children  in 
the  evening,  leaving  only  the  short  afternoons  in  which  to 
do  any  thing.  There  is  one  thing  that  is  troubling  me 
very  much,  —  I  cannot  bring  the  women  and  girls  to- 
gether in  any  one  place.  The  girl  who  is  just  married 
cannot,  according  to  their  customs,  go  to  meeting  for  a  year. 
There  is  also  one,  who  is  engaged,  who  must  not  for  any 
purpose  enter  the  house  of  the  young  man  to  whom  she  is 
betrothed,  or  those  of  any  of  his  relatives.  For  the  same 
reason,  his  mother,  sisters,  and  sister-in-law  cannot  go 
where  they  will  see  her,  until  they  have  given  her  a  gold- 
piece  of  more  or  less  value.  They  are  too  poor  to  give  it : 
so  there  is  an  end  to  meetings  wliere  all  shall  be  present. 
I  tell  them  that  such  customs  are  wrong  when  they  interfere 
with  spiritual  things.  I  am  trying  to  persuade  them  to 
break  over  them,  but  think  it  doubtful  whether  I  succeed. 
At  the  woman's  meeting,  Thursday,  six  or  eight  were  pres- 
ent, and  paid  good  attention.  When  I  gave  opportunity 
for  others  to  pray,  one  of  them  repeated  the  Lord's  prayer, 
and  said,  "There,  I'm  through;  now,  Mariam,  you  pray." 
She  said  it  sincerely,  without  thinking  it  was  improper. 

We  call  our  accommodations  here  good ;  but  you  will 
wonder  with  what  I  compare  them  to  call  them  so.  The 
room  is  large,  -with  only  a  hard  dirt-floor,  partly  covered 
with  rush-matting :  the  last  is  the  home  for  quantities  of 
fleas.  The  light  is  from  a  hole  above,  some  fifteen  inches 
square,  and  covered  with  oiled  paper ;  so  that  never  a  ray 
of  sunlight  can  enter  the  room.    The  walls  are  of  rough 
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stone  laid  in  mud.  The  roof  is  of  sticks,  with  straw  and 
dirt  on  top ;  and  every  little  while  the  dirt  comes  rattling 
through  here  and  there,  around  the  room:  sometimes,  in 
the  morning,  I  find  it  in  my  hair.  This  is  the  home  of  our 
helper,  his  wife,  child,  and  sister.  The  room  is  also  the  vil- 
lage schoolroom  in  the  daytime ;  and  there  are  over  twenty 
scholars  who  come. 

One  of  the  best  Protestant  women  in  the  village  has  just 
died,  and,  very  happily,  in  a  way  that  will  do  much  good. 
One  elderly  woman  said  she  never  saw  such  a  death  before. 
It  is  the  custom  here  for  every  one  to  go  and  see  a  sick 
person  ;  so  that  people  were  constantly  coming  and  going. 
The  day  previous  to  her  death  she  talked  in  a  whisper 
from  morning  till  night.  Some  of  the  time  she  was  saying 
the  last  words  to  friends,  and  then,  again,  preaching  to  those 
of  the  old  church  who  were  about  her.  The  old  belief  is, 
that  one  must  take  the  communion  just  before  death  in 
order  to  go  to  heaven.  She  wanted  it,  but  did  not  urge  the 
matter,  and  said  to  those  around  her,  "  The  communion 
will  not  save  one  ;  for  Judas  took  it,  and  went  and  hanged 
himself  afterwards,"  adding,  my  hope  is  in  Jesus ;  don't 
pray  that  I  may  get  well,  but  that  I  may  go  to  be  with 
Jesus."  She  left  five  children,  and  gave  directions  about 
them  all ;  and  also  made  presents  to  each  one  of  her  friends. 
All  this  is  very  unusual  among  the  villagers.  The  funeral 
took  place  in  three  hours  after  death ;  and  the  body  was 
only  wrapped  in  a  cloth  for  burial.  Women  never  go  to 
the  grave,  so  that  I  had  an  opportunity  to  talk  to  over 
twenty ;  and  the  next  day  the  same,  for  many  came  to 
sympathize  with  the  friends. 

"  He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious  seed, 
shall  doubtless  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his 
sheaves  with  him." 
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INDIA. 
MAHKATHI  BIBLE-WOMEN. 
BY  MRS.  FAIRBANK. 

At  the  close  of  this  old  year  (1872),  I  will  endeavor 
to  give  you  a  short  account  of  the  Bible-women  under 
my  charge.  Druipataba  is  still  laboring  with  her  associate, 
Vithabai,  at  Wadale  and  in  the  neighboring  villages. 
Yamunabai  and  her  associate  Gangubai  are  at  Barhanpur. 
During  the  past  two  months,  these  four  hired  a  cart 
belonging  to  a  Christian  widow,  and  went  on  a  preach- 
ing tour  among  villages  fifteen,  twenty,  and  thirty  miles 
from  their  homes.  One  of  the  colportors  of  the  Bombay 
Tract  Society  joined  them  as  a  sort  of  head  and  protector 
for  the  company.  They  were  very  successful  in  interesting 
the  women.  Even  those  of  high  caste  invited  them  to  their 
houses  by  night  to  tell  them  of  Jesus,  and  especially  to  sing 
to  theni  of  him.  These  Hindus  are  very  fond  of  songs, 
and  will  listen  to  them  when  they  will  not  hear  any  kind  of 
talking. 

The  colportor  says  that  a  great  many  women  have  heard 
of  a  Saviour  for  the  first  time  during  this  tour.  Sometimes 
they  visited  three  villages  in  a  day ;  and  at  others  they  were 
compelled  to  stay  three  days  in  one  place.  In  one  village, 
the  women  at  first  declared  that  they  should  have  no  dishes 
to  use,  as  they  did  not  wish  to  be  defiled  by  persons  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  eating  with  the  lowest  castes.  After  a 
while,  one  woman  thought  better  of  it,  and  began  to  help 
them.  This  made  the  others  angry  ;  and  they  talked  to  her 
very  bitterly.  Just  then  an  old  woman  came  among  them, 
who  told  them  they  were  crazy ;  that  these  were  God's  people, 
and  they  must  help  them.    To  her  they  listened,  and,  when 
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night  came,  provided  oil  for  a  light,  so  that  the  Bible- 
women  could  read  and  sing  to  them.  Then  they  begged 
them  to  stay,  and  would  liardly  let  tliem  go  after  they  had 
remained  three  days. 

The  Christian  widow  whose  cart  the  women  took  on  their 
tour  said  to  me,  "  I  had  to  stay  by  the  stuff,  and  guard  it, 
though  I  ached  to  go  with  them.  The  only  time  that  I  had 
any  opportunity  to  hear  them  was  when  they  had  companies 
at  night  where  we  stopped.  Once,  when  I  told  them  that  I 
did  wish  I  could  go  with  them,  Yamunabai  said  to  me,  ^  Yes, 
you  go,  and  I  will  stay  and  guard.'  But,"  said  she,  "  I 
could  not  let  her  do  it ;  for  she  was  the  leader  of  the  others, 
and  I  cannot  make  much  of  a  talk.  But,  oh,  how  I  wish  I 
had  known  of  these  things  in  my  earlier  days  !  I  spent  a 
great  deal  of  money  for  my  husband's  sickness  on  these  stone 
idols,  and  it  was  all  for  nought.  If  I  had  only  spent  it  for 
the  Lord,  I  should  have  rejoiced  ;  but  I  did  it  in  ignorance." 

This  preaching  tour  has  been  an  experiment,  and  I  wait 
to  see  what  the  result  will  be.  The  women  seem  to  have 
enjoyed  it  highly ;  and  I  hear  glowing  accounts  of  the  in- 
terest manifested  on  the  part  of  their  listeners.  They  will 
now  return  to  their  homes,  and  continue  the  regular  routine 
of  work  in  the  villages  near  them.  They  go  on  foot  to 
places  from  two  to  nine  miles  away. 

Two  other  Bible-women — Rhadhabai  and  Gajibai  —  are 
employed  in  Ahmednuggur.  It  would  do  your  hearts  good 
to  see  Gajibai  read  her  Testament.  She  is  over  sixty  years 
of  age  ;  for  she  remembers  the  taking  of  this  Ahmednuggur 
fort  by  the  English  in  the  beginning  of  this  century.  Her 
eyesight  is  so  good  that  she  wears  no  spectacles.  She  sits 
down  with  her  New  Testament,  and  acts  it  out  with  her 
hands  as  she  reads.  Many  a  time  I  have  heard  her  say, 
''Oh,  I  wish  I  were  a  man,  that  I  might  get  up  in  the 
great  .assemblies,  and  give  them  a  piece  of  my  mind!" 


LETTER  FROM  MISS  TOWNSHEND.  167" 


Rhadhabai  is  not  to  continue  a  Bible-reader  any  longer, 
as  we  think  she  is  not  quite  the  one  for  ns  to  employ.  It 
is  a  matter  of  no  little  thought  and  care  to  select  the  ones 
best  fitted  for  this  work.  We  want  them  well  educated, 
and  yet  well  reported  of  in  the  community.  There  are 
women  who  know  how  to  make  an  excellent  talk  ;  but  they 
cannot  exemplify  their  teaching  in  their  own  lives.  The 
average  number  that  these  Bible-women  have  addressed  in 
the  course  of  a  month  has  been  two  hundred  persons  in 
seventeen  visits.  In  the  tour  that  the  four  women  made, 
they  visited  thirty-two  villages  in  a  month  ;  and  their  audi- 
ences numbered  twelve  hundred  and  forty-three  persons. 

I  believe  the  day  will  come  when  we  shall  see  a  different 
state  of  things  here.  It  seems  as  if  the  Lord  was  preach- 
ing to  these  people  by  his  judgments.  Last  year  we  had 
famine,  no  rain ;  and  a  great  many  fields  remained  unsown. 
This  year  we  had  a  good  early  crop  ;  and  the  latter  one  was 
finer  than  any  we  have  had  for  ten  years  :  but  in  one  night 
a  hard  frost  cut  down  hundreds  of  fields,  and  dashed  the 
hopes  of  many,  many  people.  Yes,  the  Lord  knows  best 
what  is  good  for  you  and  for  us ;  and  he  will  work  for  his 
people. 


CEYLON. 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  TOWNSHEND. 

Our  school  was  to  have  closed  March  29  for  the  long  va- 
cation ;  but,  as  we  heard  that  the  new  governor  was  to 
visit  the  station  on  the  first  of  April,  we  prolonged  the 
term  a  little,  that  he  might  see  what  we  were  doing  in  the 
way  of  instruction.  He  spent  four  or  five  days  in  this 
province,  and  showed  much  more  interest  in  the  missionary 


168 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


and  educational  operations  than  has  ever  been  exhibited  by 
any  governor  before,  calling  at  all  the  mission-stations,  and 
visiting  every  boarding-school.  The  natives  were  nearly 
crazy  with  delight  that  he  noticed  them  so  much. 

He  came  here  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  with  nine  gen- 
tlemen in  his  train.  After  a  few  minutes^  chat,  they  went 
down  to  the  schoolhouse,  where  the  girls  and  teachers  were 
in  their  places.  We  have  a  good  many  maps  and  charts,  a 
fine  large  globe  ;  and  I  ornamented  the  room  with  these  as 
well  as  possible ;  there  were  some  beautifully-executed  ex- 
amples on  the  board ;  and  the  pupils  were  a  very  bright, 
intelligent-looking  company :  so  I  do  not  think  it  was  an 
empty  compliment,  when  he  said  the  Udupitty  school  was  a 
fine  sight.  It  has  been  a  new  experience  in  our  schools  for 
the  last  two  years  to  receive  grants-in-aid  from  government. 
They  are  examined  annually  by  the  appointed  official ;  and 
the  grant  is  made  according  to  results. "  Last  year  this 
school  of  twenty-five  scholars  received  twenty-three  pounds 
sterling ;  this  year  I  think  it  will  be  as  much  as  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars.  The  native  examiner  of  schools  for 
this  region  is  an  excellent  Christian  man,  educated  by  this 
mission  ;  and  he  is  filling  his  position  well.  He  spent  a  day 
in  our  school  last  month.  The  examination  was  a  written 
one,  and  lasted  from  five  in  the  morning  till  four  in  the 
afternoon.  We  do  not  know  the  result,  as  he  is  not  allowed 
to  show  his  marks. 

The  last  term  of  school  was  quite  a  hard  one,  as  there  was 
some  confusion  in  the  family,  and  several  of  the  girls  were 
sick.  One  lovely  young  Christian,  whom  we  have  been  keep- 
ing here  vacations,  because  her  father  is  determined  to  have 
her  marry  a  heathen,  lay  on  a  mat  for  two  months  with  a 
slow,  lingering  sickness.  She  was  so  patient  and  submissive 
under  it  all,  that  I  was  reminded  of  a  mature  saint  rather 
than  a  young  convert  from  heathenism.    Once  when  I  ex- 
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pressed  my  sympathy  for  her,  she  sweetly  replied,  that  the 
Lord  was  correcting  her  life.  She  is  well  now ;  and  her 
friends  are  so  kind  to  her,  that  she  is  going  home.  Taken 
as  a  whole,  we  have  had  a  very  happy  and  prosperous  j^ear 
of  school.  The  scholars  have  given  as  little  trouble  as  the 
same  number  of  girls  could  anywhere. 

More  than  all  else,  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  has  been  with 
us;  and  we  have  good  evidence  that  the  majority  of  the 
pupils  have  begun  a  new  life.  I  say  this  with  trembling, 
because  I  fear  to  boast  of  success.  But  I  have  heard  one 
after  another  express  the  belief  that  they  had  found  pardon 
for  their  sins,  until  there  are  not  more  than  five  or  six  left 
who  do  not  have  such  a  hope  ;  and,  as  I  watch  the  changed 
lives  of  these  young  girls,  I  cannot  but  feel  that  the 
Lord  is  with  us.  We  are  blessed  in  having  a  faithful 
Christian  teacher,  who  converses  personally  with  each  girl 
once  or  twice  during  the  term;  and  the  native  pastor  is 
very  watchful  and  helpful  to  them. 

A  few  sabbaths  before  Mr.  Smith  went  away,  we  had  a 
very  interesting  day  at  the  station.  It  was  communion 
season,  when  all  the  Christians  came  in  from  the  out- 
stations  ;  and  two  of  the  school-girls  joined  the  church.  One 
is  an  ardent  little  creature,  full  of  life  and  affection,  who 
has  endured  untold  ridicule  and  abuse,  and  dared  the  hatred 
of  her  friends,  in  taking  this  step.  She  first  called  her 
father  to  her,  and  told  him  she  had  decided  to  profess  Chris- 
tianity, and  she  hoped  he  would  not  oppose  her.  A  heathen 
uncle  came  in  during  the  communion  service,  and  was  very 
angry  that  she  presumed  to  do  in  his  presence  what  she 
knew  would  displease  him.  Our  older  girls  are  fast  finish- 
ing their  course  here,  and  dropping  off  to  become  the  centres 
of  domestic  circles  of  their  own.  Three  such  bade  us  good- 
by  this  term,  —  dear  good  Christian  girls,  who  have  been  a 
great  comfort  here,  and  of  whom  I  have  high  hopes  of  use- 
fulness in  their  future  lives. 
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THE  DACOTAH  HOME. 

BY  REV.  A.  L.  RIGGS. 

A  TEAR  ago,  an  urgent  appeal  was  made  by  the  Eev.  Mr. 
Riggs  for  the  means  to  establish  a  boarding-school  for  girls 
in  the  Santee  Agency,  Nebraska.  In  the  progress  of  civil- 
ization, the  Indians  have  located  in  the  farming  districts ; 
and  their  scattered  condition  demands  such  a  school  for  the 
education  of  their  daughters.  At  the  time  the  request  was 
made,  the  Woman's  Board  made  an  appropriation  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  for  the  purpose ;  and  we  are  glad  to  give 
our  readers  the  following  account  of  the  progress  already 
made :  — 

"I  gladly  comply  with  your  request  to  have  some  infor- 
mation about  the  '  Girls'  Home '  which  we  are  trying  to 
establish  at  this  place.  It  was  an  unexpected  pleasure  when 
I  heard  that  your  society  had  identified  itself  with  this  new 
enterprise.  We  have  no  report  to  make,  as  yet,  about  the 
Home  as  a  school ;  for  the  building  is  not  completed.  It  is 
enclosed;  the  floors  are  laid;  and  the  partitions  are  partly  up. 
In  the  progress  of  the  building  we  changed  the  plan,  so  as 
to  secure  room  for  six  or  eight  more  girls,  if  it  becomes  neces- 
sary. This  wiU  make  our  full  accommodation  sufficient  for 
eighteen  or  twenty. 

"  It  is  not  meant  to  have  a  boarding-school  in  the  ordi- 
nary sense.  We  aim  chiefly  to  reach  those  who  are  on 
the  verge  of  young  womanhood,  and  who  need  to  be  taken 
and  trained  a  year  or  two,  to  save  them  from  hasty  mar- 
riages, or  a  worse  fate,  and  to  fit  them  to  take  charge  of  the 
homes  they  soon  may  have.  In  doing  so,  we  shall  be  care- 
ful not  to  educate  them  out  of  the  sphere  in  which  they 
must  live :  consequently  we  mean  to  have  every  thing  as 
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plain  and  economical  as  they  should  have  it  at  home.  We 
hope  to  teach  them  some  of  the  arts  and  manners  of  living 
and  housekeeping.  Together  with  their  instruction  in  the 
home  industries,  the  girls  will  carry  on  some  studies  in  the 
day-school  of  the  mission.  We  have  hitherto  been  doing 
what  we  can  in  this  domestic  training,  but  under  many 
disadvantages.  We  have  introduced  sewing  and  knitting 
in  connection  with  the  daj^-school ;  and  have  also  taught 
quite  a  number  of  women  to  make  light  bread,  which  they 
now  prefer  to  their  solid,  greasy  cakes.  The}',  in  turn, 
have  taught  others. 

"  During  the  winter  term  just  closed,  we  had  a  sewing- 
class  of  fifteen,  who  attended  regularly',  and  finished  for 
themselves  sets  of  quite  useful  garments.  A  little  instruc- 
tion in  simple  embroidery  also  delighted  them  much.  Last 
fall  we  had  several  applications  for  admission  to  our  Home 
from  those  at  a  distance,  though  only  a  rumor  of  what  we 
were  doing  had  gone  out.  Every  day  makes  it  more  certain 
that  we  began  this  enterprise  not  a  bit  too  soon.  I  most 
earnestly  hope  we  may  be  able  to  open  the  doors  of  the 
new  building  early  next  autumn.  Will  you  not  make  it 
possible  ? 

Under  another  date  Mr.  Kiggs  says,  "As  we  depend 
largely  on  native  helpers  in  the  extension  of  our  work,  we 
must  have  the  training  of  their  wives.  Only  the  other 
day,  in  talking  with  a  young  man  whom  we  thought  admi- 
rably fitted  for  an  assistant  at  Fort  LuUy,  we  found  a  draw- 
back in  his  incompetent  wife.'^ 


The  little  poem  on  the  next  page,  written  by  one  of  our 
missionary  teachers,  gives  a  glimpse  of  inner  life  that 
cannot  fail  to  touch  a  responsive  chord  in  the  heart  of  every 
mother  and  daughter  who  reads  it. 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


%  ^mz\in^  ponging. 

Five  years  to-day,  dear  mother, 

Since  last  I  saw  thy  face : 
Oh  for  one  quiet  hour  with  thee 

To-day  in  the  dear  old  place  ! 
In  the  sofa's  comer,  mother, 

My  hand  clasped  close  in  thine, 
I'd  lay  my  head  where  it  oft  has  lain, 

And  tell  thee,  line  by  line, 
The  history  of  these  years,  mother,  — 

These  pilgrim  years,  so  long : 
"  A  stranger  in  a  strange  land," 

What  easy  words  in  song  ! 
I  cannot  write  it,  mother ; 

I  have  no  pen  to  trace 
The  shadow  of  the  sombre  nights, 

Or  sunshine  of  glad  days. 
Above  all's  written,  mother ; 

And  some  time,  if  God  please. 
Beside  the  living-water  streams, 

Under  the  healing  trees. 
We'll  take  that  record,  mother, 

And  turn  its  pages  o'er : 
We  shall  know  their  hidden  meaning  then 

As  we  cannot  know  before. 
There'll  be  leisure  there,  dear  mother, 

And  words  we  shall  not  need. 
As,  with  quickened  heart-perceptions,  then 

Life's  record-book  we  read. 
And  the  Saviour'll  be  there,  mother ; 

And  he  will  make  it  clear : 
We  shall  thank  him  then  for  that  which  now 

Causeth  the  bitter  tear. 
I  thank  my  God  to-day,  mother, 

For  countless  mercies  shown  : 
He  hath  not  left  me  friendless  here, 

A  stranger  and  alone. 
I've  a  happy  home,  dear  mother, 

A  blessed  work  to  do  ; 
And  loved  ones  are  around  me  still, 

Though  none  can  be  like  you. 
I'll  gird  anew  my  armor. 

And  still  pursue  my  way ; 
For  hope  and  gratitude  and  trust 

Do  fill  my  heart  to-day. 
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We  are  sorry,  and  yet  glad,  to  say  that  our  receipts  this 
month  have  crowded  out  other  interesting  home  mattei 
which  we  would  like  to  have  given  our  readers. 


THE  WOMAN'S  BOAKD  OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from  March  18  to  April  18  inclusive. 
MRS.  HOMER  BARTLETT,  Tbeasureb. 


3IAINE. 

East  Sumner.— ^a.  Amasa 
Loring,  $1.00 

Jiockland.  —  An-x..,  2.00 

Thomaston.—Aux.,  to  consti- 
tute L.  M.  Mrs.  J.  K.  Mason,  25.00 

Tremont.  —  ''  A  Friend,"  $1; 
Katie  P.,  $1,  $2.00 

Total,  $30.00 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Derry.  —  Mrs.  John  Patton,  to 
constitute  herself  L.  M..  $25.00 

Exeter.  —  Aux.,  to  constitute  L. 
M.,  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Chad- 
wick,  25.00 

Francistown.  —  Aux.,  3.00 

Stratham,  —  Aux.,  21.50 

Total,  $71.50 

VERMONT. 

Cambridge.  —  Mrs.     Mary  C. 

Turner,  S5.00 
Greensborough.  —  Mrs.    E.  M. 

WUd,  1.00 
St.  Johnsbury .  —  Yoang  Ladies' 

Missionary  Society,  towards 

support  of  pupil  at  Harpoot,  9.00 

Total,  $15.00 
C.  Rome  Building- Fund. 
Eutland.  — AnK.,  of  which  $10 
from  Mrs.  George  A.  Merrill,  $64.25 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Arjer.  — Aux.,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Tenney, 
Treasurer,  $19.48 

Braintree.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  J. 
Ward  Childs,  Treasurer,  15.00 

Brookline.  —  Harvard  Ch.  S.  8., 
*' Lilies  of  the  Valley,"  $5; 
"  Charity  Circle,"  $5,  '  10.00 

Barre.  —  Mrs.  A.  Adams,  1.00 

Boston  Jlighlands.  —  Eliot  Ch., 
'  Little  Sowers,"  to  constitute 
L.  M.  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Back- 
up, $25;  aux.,  $10;  Charlie 
B.,  62  cts.;  total,  $35.62. 
Walnut- avenue  Ch.,  Mrs.  A. 
W.  Tufts,  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
Hurlbut  and  Mrs.  Pray,  $5 
each;  four  ladies,  $1  each; 
total,  $14.  Highland  Ch., 
aux.,  to  constitute  L.  M.  Mrs. 
H.  L.  Howell,  $25;  S.  N. 
Stockwell,  Esq..  to  constitute 
L.  M.'s  Misses  Millie  W.  and 
Addie  L.  Stockwell,  $50;  other 
contributions,  $12;  Mr.  Wis- 
wall's  S.S.  class,  for  Mrs. 
Edwards' school,  $9.50;  total, 
$95.50,  146.12 

Boston.  —  Misses  H.  S.  Proctor 
and  Polly  Harper,  $1  each; 
"A  Friend,"  $,'.50;  Miss  R. 
L.  Bates,  towards  support  of 
pupil,  $7;  total  $11.50.  Old 
Colony  6.  S.,  for  pupil  in  Mrs. 
Edwards'  scuool,  $:50;  Union 
Ch.,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Parsons,  $5; 


174 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


Shawmut  Ch.,  by  Mrs.  J,  S. 
Ambrose,  $86.50  (of  which  Miss 
C.  Knapp.Mrs.  C.  Galloupe,  and 
Mrs.  S.  Emery,  $5  each) ;  total, 
$86.50.  Ceutral  Ch.,  Mrs. 
James  Bird,  $5;  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Tilton.  Mrs.  M.  J.  Cutler,  Mrs. 
John  White,  Miss  Ilermon, 
Mrs.  Rollins,  $2  each:  eight 
ladies,  $1  each;  total,  collected 
by  Miss  Rollins,  $23.  Mrs.  W. 
S.Houghton,  $25;  Miss  Carl- 
ton, $15  ;  Mrs.  J.  N.  Denison, 
Miss  Denison,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Davis,  $10  each;  Mrs.  Treat, 
S6;  Mrs.  Thompson,  Mrs. 
Garratt,  Miss  Keep,  $5  each; 
Mrs.  Read,  $2.50;  Mrs.  Potter, 
Miss  TopliflF,  Miss  Martha 
Clapp,  Mrs.  George  Sears, 
Miss  Hunt,  $2  each;  eight 
ladies,  $1  each;  total,  collect- 
ed by  Miss  Denison,  $111  50. 
Mrs.  Bates,  Mrs.  W.  O.  Gro- 
ver,  $50  each;  Mrs.  Joseph 
White,  S15;  Mrs.  E.  B.  Bige- 
low,  Mrs.  James  White,  Mrs. 
Kendall.  Mrs.  Graves,  $10 
each;  Mrs.  T.  H.  Russell,  Mrs. 
Tuxbury,  Mrs.  Sears,  Sirs. 
Batcheller.  Mrs.  R.  H.  White, 
$5  each;  Miss  Wiswell,  Mrs. 
E.  Kelley,  $.3  each;  Mrs.  Ten- 
ney,  Mrs.  Leland,  Mrs.  E. 
Page,  $2  each;  nine  ladies.  $1 
each;  total,  collected  bv  Miss 
Moulton,$201.  Mrs.  R. 'South- 
wick,  Miss  Lydia  Soule,  $5 
each;  Mrs.  Plympton,  Mrs. 
Goldthwait,  $2  each;  six 
ladies,  SI  each;  total, collected 
by  Miss  Wilbur,  $20.  "  Little 
Sunbeams,"  $1.20;  Missionary 
Circles,  for  support  of  Miss 
Farnum,  Nicomedia,  $-379  50. 
Total.  $736.20.  Old  South  Ch., 
interest  in  part  on  legacy  of 
Mrs.  Sarah  Baldwin.  S:j30,  $1,199.20 
Boston,  East.  —  Maverick  Ch., 
Madura,  aux.,  Miss  E.  Ham- 
met,  Treasurer,  Mrs.  A.  Bow- 
ker,  to  constitute  L.  M.'s  Mrs. 
William  Butler  and  Miss  Kate 
Marden,$50;  -'A  Friend," $70, 
of  w^hich  to  constitute  L  M.'s 
Mrs.  D.  W.  Waldron,  and  Miss 
Mary  A.  Fales;  Mrs.  Luther 
Hall,  to  constitute  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Luther  A.  Hall,  $25;  Mrs. 
Paul  Curtis,  $20;  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Tales,  Mrs.  Luther  Wright, 
$15  each;  Mrs.  Gregory,  Mrs. 
Collamore,  Mrs.  J.  Robbins, 
Mrs.  T.  Demond,  Mrs.  D.  Folts, 
Mrs.  M.  Googins,  Mrs.  G. 


James,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Brown,  Mr. 
C.  W.  Dimick,  3^5  each;  Miss 
M.  Webb,  $4;  Mi-<s  E.  Rob- 
bins,  Mrs.S.  Delano,  Mrs.  Bar- 
ton. Mrs.  D.  W.  Waldron,  Mrs. 

C.  F.  Robinson,  Mrs.  Little- 
field,  $3  each;  Mrs.  Fletcher, 
Mrs.  Denham,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Ens- 
worth,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Hilliard, 
Mrs.  W.  31.  Delano,  Mrs.  An- 
derson, Mrs.  J.  M.  Coles- 
worthy,  Mrs.  E.  Mc  Pherson, 
Mrs.  J.  N.  White.  $2  each; 
and  sixty-eight  $1  each. 

$348.00 

Chelsea.  — '!»Its.  S.  N.  Tenney, 
$2;  Winnisimmet  Ch  ,  $1.  6.00 

CMcopee.  — Aux.,  additional,  1.00 

Dorche.'iter.  —  Aux.,  additional, 
by  Mrs.  Elbridge  Torrey,  10.00 

East  Ahington.  —  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Jones,  2.00 

East  Hampton.  — H.  E.  Leonard,  5.00 

Foxborough.  —  ''A  Friend,"  1.00 

Grantville.  —  Mrs.  F.  B.  Per- 
kins, 2.00 

Hyde  Park.  —  Nellie  Tyler's 
doll's  missionary-box,  1.50 

Haverhill.  — L..  P.  W.,  50  cts.; 
North  Ch.,  aux..  $45,  45.50 

Hatfield.  —  "  Hatfield  Gleaners," 
to  constitute  L.  M.  Rev.  J.  P. 
Skeele.  25.00 

Ipsivich.  —  First  parish,  Mrs.  Z. 
Cushings' S.S.  class,      .  5.00 

Middleborough.  —  Aux.,  addi- 
tional, 15.00 

Middleton.  —  A.n-s..,of  which  $25 
to  constitute  L.  M.  Mrs.  H. 
W.  Merriam,  31.00 

Natick.  —  Two  ladies,  2.00 

Xeicton.  —  Aux.,  Miss  M.  C. 
Howe,  Treasurer,  for  support 
of  Bible-reader  in  Caesarea,  50.00 

North  Beverly.  —  Mrs,  Rebecca 
Conant.  with  previous  contri- 
bution to  constitute  herself  L. 
M.,  15.00 

Newtonville.  —  Aux.,  Miss  E.  A. 
Goodale,  Treasurer,  25.00 

Reading.  —  Aux.,  additional.  4.00 

Swampscott..  —  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Torrey,  constituted  L.  M.  by 
her  husband,  25.00 

Springfield.  —  Aux.,  towards 
support  of  Miss  Talcott  of 
Japan  (of  which  $25  from  Miss 
Mary  D.  Chapin  to  constitute 
L.  M.  3Iiss  M.  C.  Calhoun; 
Mrs.  George  Merriam,  to  con- 
stitute herself  L.  M.,  $25 ;  Mrs. 

D.  B.  Wesson,  to  constitute 
herselCL.  M.,  $25,)  360.00 

Southampton.  —  Jane  I.  Judd's 
S.S.  class,  1.10 
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Weymouth  and  Braintree.— 
Aux.,  Miss  H.  M.  Rhines, 
Treasurer,  $21.00 

West  Medwap.  —  Urs.  C.  H. 
Dean?,  $5 ;  "  Olive  Plants," 
sabbath  penny  collections  for 
Miss  Seymour's  school,  "  in 
memory  of  Miss  Warfield," 
$3.50,  8.50 

West  Springfield.  —  "  Mite 
Gatherers "  for  mission- 
schools,  60.00 

West  Hampton. —  "Mrs.  Ansel 
Clapp  and  daughters,  $7; 
collections  by  Miss  Hattie  F. 
Clapp,  $6.50.  13.50 

Worcester.  — Mrs.  M.  C.  Spaul- 
ding,  3.00 

Winchester. —  '-Seek  and  Save 
Society,"  Ellen  C.  Holton's 
doll's  missionary-box,  .50 

West  Newton.  —  S.  S.  for  pupil 
in  Miss  Fritcher's  school,  30.00 


Total,  $2,516.40 

C.  name  Building- Fund. 

Auburndale.  —  Friends,"  of 
which  $25  from  Mrs.  Pearson 
to  constitute  L.  M.  Mary  S. 
Pearson,  $55.00 

Boston  Highlands.  —  Highland 
Ch.,  aux.,  ^!10;  Mr.  iriosford's 
S.S.  cla.ss,  $3;  Miss  Metcalfs 
class,  $3,  16.00 

Boston.  — Union  Ch.,  Mrs.  H. 
M.  Parsons,  $25;  Mrs.  M.  S. 
White,  $5;  total,  $30.  Central 
Ch.  mission-circles.  $.383.79,  413.79 

Cambridgeport.  —  Prospect- 
street  Cong.  S.S.  25.00 

Jfalmouth.  —  A  few  ladies,  25.00 
Wellesley.  —   A  Friend,"  50.00 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Pawtucket.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  Mary 
Read,  Treasurer,  $214.25 

CONNECTICUT. 

Colchester.  — Aux.,  additional,  $2.25 
Groton — Two  members,  2.00 
Greenwich.  —  Aux.,  to  consti- 
tute   L.  M.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Webb,    $25;    for  Zaibai," 
Bible-reader,  $37;  clothing  for 
Bible-readers.  $20,  82.00 
Killingly.  —  A  life-member,  5.00 
New  London,  —  Mrs.  M.  S.  Har- 
ris, for  pupil  in  Miss  Ursula 
Clarke's  school,  30.00 
New  .Hare??.  — Branch  Society, 

Mrs.  R  P.  Cowles,  Treasurer.  268.50 
Old  Ljime.  —  Aux  ,  to  constitute 
L.  M 's,  3Ir8.  A.  M.  Brainerd 
and  Mrs.  Reuben  Tinker,  50.00 


So.    Britain.  —  Miss     N,  P. 

Mitchell,  $10  00 

yrafer6?/r,y.— Mrs.  R.  W.Carter,  9  00 
Wolcottville.  —  Xnyi.,  10.00 


Total,  $408.75 
C.  Home  Building- Fund. 
Southbury.  —   A  Friend,"  $10.00 

NEW  YORK. 

^M&Mrn.  — Mrs.  C.  D2wev,  $10,00 
Suugerties.  — Mrs.  F.  W.  Dan- 
ielson,  to  constitute  herself 
L.  M  ,  25.00 
Syracuse.  —  Aux.,  additional,  .25 

Total,  $:35.25 
C.  Home  Building- Fund. 
Albany.  —  Aux.,    Mrs.    M.  J. 
Bradley,  Treasurer,  $100.50 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
Helen  M.  Wright,  Treasurer, 
Montclair,  N.  J.,  aux.,  Mrs. 
Samuel  Holmes,  to  constitute 
L.  M.  Miss  May  Holmes,  $25; 
Mrs.  Edward  Sweet,  to  consti- 
tute L.M.  Miss  Annie  Bull,  $25 ; 
Mrs.  Frederick  Bull,  to  consti- 
tute L.  M.Mrs.  Edward  Sweet. 
$25;  others,  $64  50;  ladies  of 
Cong.  Church,  $82.75 ;  total, 
$222.25.  Newark,  N.J.,  aux., 
Belleville  avenue  Ch.,  $80; 
'•Dew-Drops,"  $23;  total, 
$103.  Vineland.N.J.,  aux.,$7; 
Orange,    N.    J.,    aux.,  $20; 

Orange-Buds,"  $10.50;  total, 
$30.60.  Jersey  City,  N.  J., 
aux.,  $50.  Patcison,  N.  J., 
aux.,  for  support  of  girl  in 
Turkey,  $.30;  "  Mountain  Crys- 
tals," $3.30;  total.  $.33.30. 
Philadelphia,  '*  Snow-Flakes," 
$8;  "Morning  Star."  $1.20; 
"Carrier-Doves,"  balance  for 
Agawam,  $8.50;  Mrs.  Burdett 
Hart,  $5;  annual  members, 
$5;  Mrs.  T.  J.  Jones,  to  con- 
stitute L.  M.  Mrs.  Helen  M. 
Wright,  $25;  Mrs.  Charles 
Buruham.  to  constitute  L  M. 
Miss  Georgie  Burnham,  $25; 
total,  $77.70.  Baltimore,  Md., 
aux.,  $160;  "Baltimore 
Bees,"  $160;  total,  $.320. 
Washington,  D.  C  ,  aux., 
$44  50;  Mrs.  L.  I.  Chickerin^, 
to  constitute  herself  L.  M., 
$25;  total,  $69.50,  $913.25 
C.  Home  Building-Fund. 
Philadelphia  Branch.  —  Mont- 
clair,   N.  J.,   Mrs.  Samuel 


176 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


Holmes,  $100  ;  Jersey  City, 
N.  J.,  Mrs.  Mary  I.  Wilcox, 
$20;  PhMadelphia,  "Golden 
Links,"  $75,  $195.00 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati.  —  Rev.  B.  P.  Ayde- 
lott,  D.D..  to  constitute  L.  M. 

Miss  Jennie  E.  Scott,  $.30.00 

Moss  Run.  —  M.  B.  Fay,  1.00 

Yellow  Springs.  — M.rs.  E.  F. 

Chandler,  10.00 

Total,  $41.00 

INDIANA. 

Fort  Wayne.  —  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Hume's  S.S.  class,  for  pupil  in 
Mrs.  Bissell's  school,  Ahmed- 
nuggur,  $15.00 

ILLINOIS. 

Sterling.  —  "  A  Friend,"  $1.00 

msCONSIN. 

C.  Home  Building- Fund. 
Janesville,  $5.00 


KANSAS. 

Junction    City  —  Rev.  Isaac 
Jacobus,  $3.00 

NEBRASKA. 

Weeping     Water.  — "  H.  M.'s 
wife,"  $1.50 

CANADA. 

Perth,  Province  Ontario. —  Mrs. 
Dr.  Rugg,  $4.26 
FOREIGN  LANDS. 

Thirlcey,  Constantinople.  —  Rev. 

J.  K.  Greene  and  wife,  "  thank 

offering,"  $29.12 
Australia,  Penshurst,  Victoria. 

—  John  Makichan,  14.51 
Sandwich  Islands,  Honolulu. — 

Woman's  Board  of  the  Pacific,  53.3.25 

Total,  $576.88 

Subscriptions.  $4,910.04 
C.  Home  Building-Fund,  959  54 

"  Life  and  Light,"  719  03 

"Echoes,"  92.11 
"  Life  and  Light,"  due  in  1872,  31.00 
"Echoes,"  8.00 


Total, 


,719.72 


REPORT  OF  CONTRIBUTIONS  RECEIVED  BY  THE 
TREASURER  OF  THE  NEW  HAVEN  BRANCH. 


MARCH. 

Meriden.  — Cong.  Ch.,a,ux.,  Mrs. 
Frank  Ives,  Treasurer,  $11.00 

New  Haven.  —  Howard-avenue 
Ch.,  aux.,  75  cts. ;  Centre  Ch., 

aux,,  $20,  20.75 

Birmingham.  —  Aux.,  to  con- 
stitute  Mrs.    John  Willard 

L.  M.,  25.00 

West  Haven.  — Aux.,  75.05 

East  Haddam.  —  First  Cong. 
Ch.,  Mrs.  Amasa  Day,  Treas- 
urer, 10  50 

Plymouth.  —  Two  ladies,  10.00 

APRIL. 

Bridgeport. — Aux.,  balance  of 
second  quarterly  payment  for 

support  of  Miss  Andrews  in 

China,  $85.00 

North  Brandford.  —  Aux,,  7.50 

New  Mil/ord.  —  Aux.,  27.00 


Northford  —  Aux.,  3.50 

Neio  Preston.  —  Aux.,  Miss 
Averill,  Treasurer,  16,00 

Fair  Haven.  —  Aux.,  First  Ch,, 
"  Pearl-Seekers,"  5.00 

New  Haven.  —  College  -  street 
Ch.,  aux.,  Mrs.  Munson  Brad- 
ley, to  constitute  herself  L.  M., 
$25;  Mite-chest,  $2;  College 
chapel,  $5,  32.00 

Cheshire.  —  Aux.,  Miss  H.  E, 
Calhoun,  Treasurer,  of  which 
$25  from  Mrs.  E.  Bull  to  con- 
stitute Mrs.  J.  M.  Woolcott 
L.  M.,  54.00 

Total,  $383.30 

C.  Home  Building- Fund. 
New  Haven. —  Mrs.  Swift,  $5.00 
Milford.  —  Mrs.  Sarah  P.  Ben- 
jamin, 5.00 


TREASURER'S  ADDRESS. 
Please  address  Mrs.  Homer  Bartlett,  Ko.  1  Congre- 
gational House,  Beacon  Street,  Boston. 


CHIN"  A. 


LETTER    FROM   MISS  PORTER. 
SUFFERING  FOR  CHRTST's  SAKE. 

We  make  the  following  brief  extracts  from  recent  let- 
ters written  by  Miss  Porter  of  Peking  to  the  Evanston 
auxiliary :  — 

"  Dr.  Blodget  and  Mr.  Smith  spent  nearly  a  month  visit- 
ing places  in  the  south-west  portion  of  this  province,  where 
there  are  those  who  have  heard  the  truth.  They  found  a 
number  of  interested  inquirers  ;  and  seven  or  eight  persons 
were  baptized.  Last  week  a  man  came  up  from  one  of  the 
villages  to  report  two  cases  of  persecution,  and  to  beg 
some  help  from  the  missionaries.  Two  women  who  have 
heard  the  truth  from  the  native  Christians,  and  learned  to 
love  it,  are  very  cruelly  treated  by  their  husbands  on  this 
account.  The  one  of  whom  the  young  man  especially 
came  to  tell  us  had  been  beaten  again  and  again  for 
refusing  to  worship  the  household  gods ;  and  her  husband 
seems  resolved  to  take  her  life  if  she  will  not  comply 
with  his  wishes. 

"  Think  of  it,  dear  sisters  !  —  a  poor,  ignorant  country- 
woman, unable  to  read  a  word,  knowing  only  so  much  of 
the  gospel  as  she  has  learned  from  the  lips  of  converts  who 
are  themselves  very  far  from  being  well  instructed,  and 
from  the  teachings  of  God's  Spirit  in  her  heart,  enduring, 
12  177 
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without  fliDching,  beatings  wliicli  left  lier  unconscious,  ap- 
parently dying,  rather  than  take  the  attitude  of  devotion 
before  the  gods  of  her  people,  to  which,  from  her  childhood, 
she  has  been  taught  to  bow.  Ah  !  shall  they  not  rise  up 
from  the  east  and  from  the  west  to  condemn  us  ? 

"  It  was  hard  to  send  the  man  back  with  no  other  mes- 
sage than  exhortations  to  '  endure  to  the  end ; '  but  we 
have  no  power  to  help,  save  by  our  prayers.  This  may  be 
the  beginning  of  the  sifting  of  our  little  church  in  China. 
"We  can  trust  God's  ways  of  working,  and  only  ask  that  we 
his  missionary  servants,  and  those  among  this  people  who 
are  led  to  believe  through  our  word,  may  wait  with  child- 
like hearts  his  will,  ready  to  witness  for  him  by  lives  of 
active  service,  or  by  suffering,  and  '  laying  down  our  lives,' 
if  need  be,  for  his  sake." 

"Peking,  Nov.  16,  1872. 

"  The  days  go  on  quietly,  not  uneventfully,  but  marked 
by  few  incidents  in  our  circle  and  our  work  of  much  in- 
terest to  those  outside  of  it. 

"I  think  I  wrote  you  of  the  good  work  which  Mr. 
Blodget  reported  when  he  returned  from  the  country. 
Among  the  persons  baptized  were  several  women  in  a  little 
village  near  Li  Chi,  where  there  was  before  a  number  of 
professing  Christians.  Of  all  these  not  one  can  read  ;  and 
there  is  no  one  to  teach  them.  Dr.  Blodget  and  I  talked 
the  matter  over,  and  decided  to  send  for  a  woman  who  was 
with  me  all  last  winter,  and  whom  I  spent  a  good  deal  of 
time  in  instructing,  and  see  if  she  would  go  to  them  as  a 
Bible-reader.  She  has  only  a  little  knowledge,  but  can 
read  fairly  the  simplest  colloquial  books,  and  will  be  able 
to  teach  those  still  more  ignorant  than  herself.  She  came 
into  the  city  on  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  morning  started 
on  her  southward  journey.  We  sent  by  her  a  letter  to  the 
little  company  of  believers  at  Li  Chi,  recommending  her  to 
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their  confidence  and  care.  I  hope,  if  she  prove  faithful 
and  useful,  the  native  Christians  will  be  able  to  support  her. 
She  is  a  quiet,  pleasant  woman,  and  one  in  whom  I  have 
much  confidence.  Few  events  in  my  missionary  life  have 
given  me  more  pleasure  than  being  able  to  send  off  such  a 
one  to  labor  among  her  own  people.  Still  with  much  hope 
there  is  mingled  no  little  fear." 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  CLAGHORN. 

Miss  Claghorx  of  Foochow,  China,  sailed  from  San 
Francisco  last  October  in  company  with  a  large  number 
of  missionaries  of  different  denominations.  In  a  recent 
letter  announcing  her  safe  arrival  upon  her  field  of  labor, 
she  refers  thus  to  a  brief  visit  in  Japan :  — 

"  Our  stay  in  Japan  was  full  of  pleasure,  sight-seeing^  and 
meeting  with  the  various  missionaries  stationed  at  different 
ports.  A  meeting  which  we  all  attended  in  Yokohama, 
sabbath  evening,  was  as  wonderful  as  it  was  pleasant.  It 
was  wonderful  to  see  twenty-seven  missionaries  from  the 
fields  of  Siam,  China,  and  Japan,  met  together  on  that 
heathen  shore  to  talk  of  what  God  has  wrought,  and  to 
receive  encouragement  for  the  future.  I  felt  that  what  I 
had  missed  in  not  meeting  with  more  Christian  friends 
before  leaving  America  was  made  up  to  me  in  that 
meeting. 

"Monday  a  party  of  eight  went  to  Yeddo  on  the  rail- 
road. That  day  was  crowded  so  full  of  novel  sights,  that 
it  is  difficult  to  recall  any  thing  distinctly.  But  what 
shall  I  say  of  the  loveliness  we  found  as  we  voyaged  through 
the  inland  sea  of  Japan,  and  at  Kobe  and  Nagasaki,  where 
we  saw  more  Christian  friends?  'Twas  a  delightful  va- 
riety in  the  level  life  of  the  first  part  of  our  sea-voyage." 

Of  her  arrival  at  Foochow  she  says,  — 
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"'Twas  sabbath  evening  when  we  landed  in  Foochow. 
The  next  morning  Mr.  Woodin  and  Dr.  Osgood  came  over 
to  escort  me  to  Ponesang.  Here,  then,  at  noon,  I  found 
myself  in  Mr.  Woodin's  family,  just  two  months  from  the 
time  I  loft  my  father's  house  in  America.  I'm  entirely 
content,  and  glad  I  came." 


TURKEY. 

LETTER  FROM  A  BIBLE-READER. 

Miss  Bush  of  the  Harpoot  Mission  has  kindly  forwarded 
to  us  this  translation  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Miss  Seymour 
and  herself  by  a  Bible-reader  supported  by  our  auxiliary  in 
Alton,  111. :  — 

Adish,  Dec.  31,  1872. 

Modest  and  desirable  Benefactors,  —  Lo !  it  is 
nearly  two  months  that  we  are  at  the  village  of  Adish ;  but  I 
have  not  done  any  special  work.  The  reason  is  that  there 
are  no  earnest  people  here,  and,  if  there  were,  they  would 
fear  their  husbands  exceedingly,  because  many  of  them  are 
at  Constantinople ;  and  if  any  one  of  the  women  is  bold 
enough  to  come  near  us,  or  to  learn  to  read,  immediately 
the  villagers  write  their  husbands  that  they  may  not  see  the 
women's  faces  any  more.  With  whomsoever  I  have  spoken, 
and  whomsoever  I  have  invited  to  read,  has  given  me  this 
or  a  like  answer. 

The  women  of  this  village  have  almost  lost  their  free- 
dom. No  one  is  able  to  do  any  work  of  herself.  They  are 
also  very  superstitious  and  miserable.  They  do  not  know  any 
thing  about  their  salvation :  they  have  only  learned  a  few 
things  from  their  old  creeds.    What  they  have  learned,  they 
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keep  with  care.  They  know  nothing  about  religion,  and  do 
not  care  to  learn.  They  are  so  superstitious,  that  they  put 
the  sayings  of  the  priest  above  those  of  God.  They  have 
not  much  idea  of  sin.  Every  one  esteems  herself  righteous 
if  she  accomplishes  certain  things;  that  is  to  say,  keeps 
fasts,  and  gives  alms,  &c.  One  woman  said,  "  I  am  miserable. 
I  have  no  money  to  give  to  the  bishop,  or  to  give  alms,  that 
I  shall  not  go  to  hell.  The  rich  are  comfortable  in  this 
life,  and  in  the  coming  one  also,  because  they  are  able  to 
give  alms." 

Another  woman  spoke  these  words  when  we  were  read- 
ing the  word  of  God:  "They  have  no  use,  those  vain 
words  that  are  written  there.'^  She  esteemed  the  words 
of  God  as  useless ;  and,  when  we  said  that  God  spoke  them, 
she  made  it  out  that  God  speaks  vain  things.  For  this 
state  of  things  we  sorrow  much,  and  are  troubled. 

We  are  comfortable  and  well,  and  desirous  of  your  com- 
fort and  health.  It  is  my  special  entreaty,  that,  for  us  and 
this  village,  you  be  prayerful,  that  the  Lord  may  see  a 
great  work  in  this  village.  Although  the  people  are  many 
and  superstitious,  and  sitting  in  darkness,  yet  they  are  all 
the  more  needy  of  salvation.  You  already  know  your 
scholar's  weakness.  Oh !  my  beloved  teachers,  sometimes 
remember  me  in  your  prayers,  that  possibly  the  Lord  may 
encourage  me,  and  make  me  hopeful,  because  in  this  village 
there  is  more  work  for  me  [than  in  the  one  where  she  for- 
merly was]  ;  for  there  are  many  women  here.  Almost  four- 
fifths  are  women,  and  one-fifth  men.  Speak  special  saluta- 
tions to  Mrs.  Allen  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  from  me.  .Let  them 
also  pray  for  us. 

I  remain  the  one  waiting  for  your  prayers, 

Your  grateful  scholar, 

Sultan  Bedhosiax. 
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From  Miss  Evans  of  Painesville,  0.,  we  have  received 
tlie  following  statement  of  the  admirable  plan  adopted  in 
the  Lake  Erie  Seminary  for  awakening  interest,  and  enlist- 
ing the  co-operation  of  all  the  pupils,  in  missionary  work:  — 

"My  attendance  upon  the  meeting  of  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions  at  Kockford  gave  tlie  impulse  to  a  more 
earnest  effort  in  behalf  of  the  missionary  cause  in  our  semi- 
nary family,  —  over  one  hundred  in  number.  Hitherto  we 
had  observed  monthly  concerts  of  prayer  for  missions  on 
the  first  sabbath  evening  of  each  month ;  teachers  and 
scholars  relating  items  of  interest,  and  praying  together 
with  warm  and  tender  hearts.  But  the  interest  of  many 
of  the  teachers  in  the  dear  old  American  Board  was  so 
great,  our  Holyoke  training  had  made  us  so  familiar  with 
its  work  and  workers,  and  -some  of  us  have  so  many  per- 
sonal friends  in  its  ranks,  that  we  were  in  danger  of 
forgetting  other  organizations.  To  avoid  this  danger,  and 
to  increase  the  interest  of  all  our  scholars,  the  following  plan 
was  formed,  and  has  proved  successful. 

We  have  organized  four  branch  societies,  —  the  Congrega- 
tional, with  forty-two  members ;  the  Presbyterian,  with 
thirty-one  members ;  the  Episcopal,  eighteen ;  and  the 
Methodist^  eleven. 

The  officers  of  these  societies  are  chosen  from  among  the 
young  ladies ;  though  the  teachers  attend  the  meetings,  and 
are  members. 

I  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Episcopal  society,  as  there 
is  no  teacher  of  that  denomination  in  the  school,  and  have 
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been  greatly  interested  in  the  plans  of  the  Woman's  Asso- 
ciation, auxiliary  to  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  that  church. 

The  branch  societies  hold  their  meetings  on  the  last 
sabbath  evening  of  each  month,  study  together  the  mission- 
fields  and  the  history  of  the  missions  of  their  own  denomi- 
nation, communicate  facts  from  their  missionary  periodicals, 
and  appoint  reporters  for  the  monthly  concert,  still  held  on 
the  first  sabbath  evening  of  each  month,  which  is  literally 
a  concert  in  which  the  different  branches  unite. 

Periodicals  of  the  different  woman's  missionary  societies 
are  taken  by  nearly  all  our  scholars.  The  monthly  offerings 
are  brought  to  these  meetings,  and  accounts  kept  by  the 
treasurer  of  each  society.  Last  term  the  contributions  were 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  home  missions  in  the  different  de- 
nominations, and  to  the  freedmen,  with  an  additional  offer- 
ing by  the  united  family  to  the  Bethel  Mission  School  in 
Cleveland.  During  the  remainder  of  the  j'ear,  our  gifts  will 
all  be  for  foreign  missions. 

By  these  methods  we  hope  to  excite  in  these  young  girls 
a  wider  and  deeper  interest  in  the  cause  of  Christ  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  to  train  them  for  efficient  service  in  future 
years.  Already  some  are  looking  at  the  foreign  work  in  a 
new  light,  and  considering  its  claims  upon  themselves. 
Wherever  they  may  be,  we  hope  that  they  will  be  missiona- 
ries. 


EECEIPTS  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF 
MISSIONS  FOR  THE  INTERIOR. 

From  March  15,  to  April  15, 1873. 

3IRS.  FRA2^CIS  BRADLEY,  TREASURER. 

®Hio.  Corresponding  Secretary,  $100.00 

East  Cleveland.  —  Aux.,  to  be  Elyria.  —  Aux.,   for  salary  of 
appropriated  to  the  Samokov  Miss  Maltbie,  by  Mrs.  Qc.  H. 

school,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Lukens,  Ely,  60.00 
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Hudson.  —  Aux.,  Miss  Agnes  E. 

Scott,  Treasurer,  $9.05 
OfcerZm. —Aux.,  for  support  of 

Mrs.  3Iumford,  Miss  Emily  E. 

Peck,  Treasurer,  50.00 


Total,  $219.05 

MICHIGAN. 

Detroit.  —  AwK.,  for  support  of 
Mrs.  Coffing,  $82.36;  from 
Second  Cong.  Ch.,  to  constitute 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Carrier,  Miss  A.  B. 
Clarke,  and  Mrs.  L.  N.  Clarke, 
L.  M.'s,  $03.15  ;  from  First 
Cong.  Cli.,  to  constitute  Miss 
Anna  E.  Babcock  and  Miss 
Kettle  A.  Bissell  L.  M.'s,  Mrs. 
E.  C.  Hinsdale,  Treasurer,  $145.51 

Grand  Rapids.  — Aux.,  for  sup- 
port of  Bible-reader  at  Nico- 
media,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Willson, 
Treasurer,  23.00 

Itoyal  Oak.  —  Aux.,  by  Mrs.  E. 
IN'.  Porter,  6.00 


Total,  $174.51 

ILLINOIS. 

Amhoy. —  Amx.,  to  be  applied  to 
the  work  at  Samokov,  by  Mrs. 
W.  B.  Andruss,  §18.00 

Blue  Island.  —  Ladies  of  Cong. 
Clmrch,  12  13 

Chanifjaign. — Aux.,  for  school 
at  Samokov,  Mrs.  P.  W.  Plank, 
Treasurer,  10.00 

Chesterfield.  —  Aux.,  L.  M.  Law- 
son,  Secretary,  10.40 

Chicago.  —  First  Ch.,  aux.,  for 
support  of  Miss  Patrick,  Mrs. 
C.  H.  Whi'.tlesey,  Treasurer, 
$73;  Forty-seventh-street  Ch., 
for  support  of  Bible-reader  at 
Marsovan,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Puring- 
ton,  Secretary,  $.'3.30;  Union 
Park  Ch.,  aux.,  for  bupport  of 
Miss  liendall,  Sirs.  George 
Sherwood,  Treasurer,  $31.96; 
Tabernacle  Ch.,  "Faitliful 
Band,"  avails  of  morning-glory 
seeds,  $1,  119.26 

Evanston.  —  Any:.,  S164.50,  S.S. 
of  Cong.  Ch.,  $50,  botii  to  be 
applied  to  the  support  of  Miss 
Mary  Porter  of  I'ekiug;  So 
from  "  Busy  Bees,"  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  support  of  the 
youngest  pupil  iuMiss  Porter's 
scliool,  219.50 

Galesburg.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  H.  S. 
Hurd,  Treasurer,  20.00 

Ontario.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  Edward 
Crane,  Treasurer,  12.00 

Pay  son.  —  Aux.,  by  Miss  Ellen 
Thompson,  8.00 


Peru.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Brew- 
ster, Treasurer,  $7.72 

Providence.  —  Aux.,  by  Mrs.  U. 
B.  Gulliver,  12.25 

'Waverly.  — Anx.^to  be  applied 
to  the  support  of  Miss  Evans, 
and,  with  previous  contribu- 
tions, to  constitute  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Brown,  Miss  Fanny  A.  Thayer, 
and  Mrs.  Julia  Sacket,  L.  M.'s, 
Mrs.  Julia  Sacket,  Treasurer,  25.00 

Total,  $474.76 

WISCONSIN. 

Clinton.  —  S  S.,  for  pupil  in  Miss 
Porter's  school  at  Peking,       $10  00 

Columbus. —  Aux.,  31rs.  Mar- 
garet Smith,  Treasurer,  11.50 

Delevan.  —  An-K.,  Mrs.  R. 
Coburn,  Treasurer,  15.00 

Geneva  Lake.  —  Aux.,  to  be 
applied  to  the  support  of 
Auka  of  the  Samokov  school, 
Mrs.  Price,  Treasurer,  30.35 

Oakfield.  —  Anx..,  Mrs.  J.  Large, 
Treasurer,  0.26 

Wauwatosa.  — Axxx.,  Miss  S.  G. 
Warren,  Treasurer,  5.00 

Total,  $78.11 

IOWA. 

Chester.  —  Au-x..,  for  support  of 
Miss  Maltbie,  Mrs.  John 
Lightner,  Treasurer,  §11.60 

Denmark.  —  Aux.,  of  which  $25 
constitutes  Mrs.  Nancv  B. 
Hitchcock  of  Park  'Hill, 
Clierokee  Nation,  a  L.  M., 
Miss  M.  E.  Day,  Treasurer,  35.41 

Des  Moines.  —  Aux.,  for  salary 
of  Miss  Hillis  of  Ceylon,  43.0C 

Glenwood.  —  Aux.,  $\i.iO;  Mrs, 
Bosbysheil's  infant  class,  $1; 
3Irs.  C.  Kockwell'sclass,  60  cts; 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Cooley,  Secretary,  16.00 

Grinnell.  —  Coag.  Ch.,  Mis- 
sionary Society.  $24.50;  aux., 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Schuyler,  Treasu- 
rer, 47.50 

Ogden  Station.  —  Aux.,  for  sup- 
port of  pupil  in  Mrs.  Bissell's 
school  at  Ahmednuggur,  Mrs. 
A.  M.  Palmer,  Treasurer,  32.00 

Polk  City.— Aux.,  Mrs.  C. 
Rogers,  Secretary.  7.50 

Sabula. —  Aux.,  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Wood,  Treasurer,  11.90 

Sibley.  —  "  Osceola  Helpers,"  by 
Mrs.  E.  Dean,  5  00 


Total, 


234.11 
$1,180.54 


JusK.        Published  bt  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions. 
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PICTURE-TEACHma. 

BY  MUS.  STUllGIS. 

F  you  will  look  on  your  maps,  dear  children, 
you  will  see  iu  the  Pacific  Ocean  a  number  of 
islands  that  make  the  country  of  Micronesia. 
For  the  next  two  or  three  months,  we  would 
like  to  call  this  first  page  the  "  Island  Corner  " 
of  the  "  Echoes,"  in  which  you  will  find  some 
little  thing  about  their  inhabitants.  Mrs. 
Sturgis  of  Micronesia  writes :  — 
<^  "  It  is  a  great  assistance  to  the  natives  here, 
in  understanding  the  Bihle,  to  have  some  pictures  of  animals, 
and  learn  something  about  them.  One  of  our  good  deacons,  a 
middle-aged  man,  learned  to  read  the  Gospels  well  enough 
to  teach  a  few  natives  who  met  together  every  sabbath  for 
worship.  One  day  he  taught  them  about  Christ's  entry 
into  Jerusalem,  and  said  he  was  riding  on  a  sheep.  A  young 
girl  in  the  congregation  assured  him  it  was  not  a  sheep,  but 
a  kind  of  horse.  The  poor  deacon  was  greatly  mortified, 
and  came  twelve  miles  to  us,  bright  and  earl}'-  on  Monday 
morning,  to  inquire  which  was  riglit." 


CHINESE  CHAPELS. 
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CHINESE  CHAPELS. 

BY   MRS.  H.  A.  BALDWIN. 

How  funuy  it  is  to  ride  in  a  little  house  on  men's 
shoulders !  It  almost  seems  like  children's  play.  But 
away  over  the  blue  ocean,  in  China,  where  the  tea  grows, 
there  are  very  many  people  who  never  ride  in  any  other 
way ;  and  a  carriage-ride  to  them  would  be  as  great  a  nov- 
elty as  a  sedan-ride  would  be  to  you.  I  have  never  visited 
Peking,  dear  children,  and  so  can  tell  you  nothing  from 
personal  observation  about  the  chapel  on  the  right  of  this 
picture ;  but  I  know  about  those  in  other  parts  of  China. 
The  seats  in  the  one  of  which  I  am  now  thinking  were 
just  unpainted  benches  without  backs.  The  missionary 
used  to  fasten  his  text,  written  in  large  characters,  on  the 
wall  behind  him,  so  the  people  could  see  as  well  as  hear 
it,  and  then  talked  to  them  in  the  strange  Chinese  language. 
I  must  tell  you  of  a  chapel  at  the  Ponasang  Station,  Foo- 
chow.  It  has  no  stained  glass,  —  not  a  bit,  —  nor  cusliioned 
seats,  nor  carpeted  aisles,  nor  splendid  organ.  Still  we 
thought  it  very  neat,  with  its  white  walls  and  arched  win- 
dows, and  long  rows  of  seats  with  hacks  ;  and  we  know  it  is 
far  better  than  the  houses  of  the  poor  people  who  come  in 
to  hear  the  preaching.  It  must  seem  to  them  like  a  kind  of 
little  paradise  as  they  drop  in  on  a  warm  summer's  day. 
You  would  not  notice  much  that  is  strange  about  this  church, 
except  the  long  row  of  blinds  reaching  from  the  platform 
do^vn  to  the  door.  There  is  a  row  of  seats  behind  this 
screen,  designed  for  women,  as  it  would  be  exceedingly  im- 
proper for  some  classes  of  them  to  appear  in  public  with 
men.  I  said  the  blinds  would  look  strange ;  but  the  men 
would  look  stranger  still,  with  their  loose  garments,  thick- 
soled  shoes,  and  their  hair  braided  with  silk  in  a  cue,  that  is 
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sometimes  wound  about  their  heads,  and  sometimes  dangles 
almost  to  their  heels.  You  look  around  the  room,  and  you 
see  one  poor  man  with  his  load.  He  was  trotting  along 
past  the  church,  with  his  burden  across  his  shoulder,  when 
hearing  the  singing  through  the  open  doors,  and  feeling 
tired,  he  thought  he  would  just  stop  a  minute.  He  listens 
with  a  wondering  stare  at  the  curious-looking  foreigner,  who 
has  now  commenced  preaching,  and  then  puts  down  his  load, 
exclaiming,  ^ Kong  pang  wa^^  "He  speaks  our  dia- 

lect "  !  Here  are  two  men  talking  aloud ;  and  the  chapel- 
keeper  is  trying  to  make  them  keep  still.  Here  is  another 
man  listening  intently  to  what  the  preacher  says ;  and  now 
and  then  he  nods  his  head,  saying,  "  Yes,"  or  "  Of  course 
it's  so,"  or  "  It's  reasonable."  But  a  new  thouglit  strikes 
him ;  and,  right  in  the  midst  of  the  sermon,  he  says  to  the 
missionary,  "  Teacher,  how  long  is  it  since  you  came  to  this 
country  ? "  The  missionary  stops  preaching  to  tell  him, 
that,  after  the  service  is  over,  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for 
a  chat.  Behind  the  screen  are  a  few  women ;  and,  as  the 
Chinese  are  very  fond  of  hair-dressing,  tliese  have  theirs 
nicely  arranged,  and  decked  v/ith  flowers.  One  or  two  of 
them  have  small  feet.  There  are  also  present  several  girls. 
Those  who  look  so  neat  and  intelligent  are  children  from 
the  boarding-school,  carefully  watched  over  by  the  foreign 
lady  in  charge,  and  by  their  energetic  Chinese  matron. 
The  pupils  who  have  been  longest  in  the  school  have  learned 
chapter  after  chapter  in  the  Testament,  besides  many  hymns. 
Will  they  grow  up  like  the  heathen  around  them  ?  If  you 
were  a  little  heatlien  girl  in  China,  what  would  you  wish 
Christian  girls  in  America  to  do  for  you  ? 

"  Go  tell  of  salvation  so  joyful  and  free, 
Procured  when  our  Jesus  expired  on  the  tree." 
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MISSIOiT-CIKCLES. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Maine.  —  Tremont.  —  Katie  P.,  $1. 

Massachusetts.  —  Brookline.  —  Harvard  Church  Sunday  School, 
"  Lilies  of  the  Valley,"  $5  ;  "  Charity  Circle,"  $5. 
Boston  Highlands.  —  Eliot  Church,  "  Little  Sowers,"  $25 ;  Charlie 
B.,  62  cents. 

Boston.  —  Old  Colony  Sunday  School,  $30;  Central  Church, 
"Little  Sunbeams,"  $1.20;  Missionary  Circles,  proceeds  of  Fair, 
$863.29. 

Hyde  Park.  —  Nellie  Tyler's  DoU's  Missionary  Box,  $1.50. 
Hatfield.  —  "  Gleaners,"  $25. 
West  Medway.  —  "  Olive-Plants,  $3.50. 
West  Spnngfield.  —  "  Mite-Gatherers,"  $60. 

Winchester. — Ellen  C.  Holton's  Doll's  Missionary  Box,  50  cents. 
West  Newton.  —  "  Congregational  Sunday  School,  $30. 
Philadelphia  Branch.  —  Newark,  N.         "Dew-Drops,'*  $23. 
Orange,  N.J.,  "  Orange-Buds,"  $10.50.    Paterson,  N.J.,  "  Moun- 
tain Crystals,"  $3.30.  Philadelphia,  "  Snow-Flakes,"  $8 ;  "Morn- 
ing Star,"  $1 .20 ;  "  Carrier  Doves,"  $8..50 ;  "  Golden  Links,"  $75. 
Baltimore,  Md.,  "  Baltimore  Bees,"  $160. 
Illinois. —  Chicago.  —  "Faithful  Band,  $1." 

Evanston.  —  Sunday  School,  $50 ;  "  Busy  Bees,"  $5. 
WiscoNSix.  —  Clinton  Sunday  School,  $10. 

Iowa. —  Glenwood. —  Mrs.  Bosbyshell's  Infant  Class,  $1;  Mrs.  C 
Rockwell's  Class,  60  cents. 
Sibley.  —  "  Osceola  Helpers,"  $5. 


SOMETHING  TO  DO. 

We  hope  the  following  account  of  a  successful  sale,  sent 
us  by  a  friend,  will  be  suggestive  to  the  little  people,  whose 
great  want  is  expressed  by  the  title. 

I  suppose  many  if  not  all  of  my  young  readers  have 
heard  the  little  Sunday-school  song,  — 

"  There'll  be  something  in  heaven  for  children  to  do." 
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No  doubt  there  will  be  something  for  us  all  to  do  there ;  for 
who  could  be  truly  happy  with  "  nothing  to  do  ?  "  When 
I  visited  a  little  fair,  or  "  Children's  Sale  "  as  it  was  called, 
held  on  April  2  at  Central  Church,  in  Boston,  I  thought 
to  myself,  "There  is  work  for  children  to  do  for  Jesus  this 
side  of  heaven,  which  will,  by  the  power  of  God,  be  made 
the  means  of  leading  many  souls  in  distant  lands  to  him." 

It  was  pleasant  to  hear  the  sound  of  happy  voices,  and  to 
see  the  young  people  running  to  and  fro ;  and  I  felt  grateful 
for  the  privilege  of  witnessing  the  pretty  scene.  Visitors  at 
the  fair  who  partook  of  the  nice  refreshments  were  prompt- 
ly served  by  young  misses  in  peasant  costume, —  members 
of  the  mission-circles.  I  said  to  a  friend  who  sat  by  me, 
"  Who  is  this  one  bringing  me  an  ice-cream  ?  "  —  "  She  is 
one  of  our  '  Busy  Bees.'  You  may  know  she  loves  flowers 
by  the  pretty  nosegay  she  wears  on  her  dress."  —  "  Oh,  yes ! 
and  she  gathers  honey  too,  or  rather  sweet  enjoyment,  in 
this  labor  of  love." 

Presently  another  attracted  my  attention ;  and  I  asked, 
"Is  this  another  ^ Bee'?" 

"  No.  We  have  quite  a  swarm  of  little  bees ;  but  this 
is  one  of  our  ^  Merry  Workers.' " 

"  He  looks  merry ;  and  I  know  he  loves  the  work,  he  is 
so  happy  and  gay." 

"  Yes,"  replied  my  friend,  "  it  is  as  true  of  children  as 
of  ourselves,  that  labor  for  Jesus,  and  cheerful  offerings  for 
his  sake,  always  bring  us  joy." 

I  said,    Do  tell  me  about  your  other  circles." 

"  We  have  one  called  '  Eugharpers.'  " 

"  Oh !  I  shall  remember  that  from  the  very  oddity  of  it. 
Point  out  some  of  its  members." 

My  friend  showed  me  several  of  them  running  hither  and 
thither,  making  their  "  willing  hands  "  do  the  bidding  of 
their  "  willing  hearts." 
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"  It  is  pleasant/'  she  said,  "  to  recognize  these  happy 
bands  by  different  names ;  but  I  assure  you  they  are  quite 
united  in  their  noble  work.  We  have  still  another  circle, 
called  the  ^  Little  Sunbeams.'  " 

All !  that  brings  thoughts  of  something  we  all  know 
about.  What  would  this  world  be  without  beams  from  the 
bright  and  glorious  sun?  May  not  these  "Little  Sun- 
beams "  shed  far  abroad  their  rays  of  light  from  the  "  Sun 
of  righteousness  "  by  their  offerings  and  labors  for  the  poor 
heathen  in  distant  lands  ? 

Both  boys  and  girls  worked  earnestly  before  the  sale,  and 
made  themselves  useful  in  many  ways.  The  children  found 
kind  friends,  who  had  once  been  scholars  in  this  sabbath 
school,  to  aid  them  in  their  work.  Money  and  fancy  articles 
were  generously  contributed.  A  post-office  was  tempora- 
rily erected ;  and  every  one  who  was  willing  to  pay  the 
required  postage  received  a  letter.  Judging  by  the  roars 
of  laughter  that  followed  the  reading  of  some  of  them,  I 
concluded  they  did  not  contain  bad  news.  The  fragrance 
and  beauty  of  the  rare  flowers  made  one  forget  the  chilling 
rain  out  of  doors,  and  think  of  a  perpetual  summer. 

"  The  old  woman  was  there  who  lived  in  a  shoe,"  and 
"had  so  many  children  she  didn't  know  what  to  do."  No 
wonder  that  one  so  burdened  with  family  cares  made  up 
her  mind  to  go  to  the  fair,  and  try  by  her  winning  manner 
and  pleasant  face  —  which  seemed  young  and  fair  in  spite 
of  her  huge  ruffled  cap  and  ponderous  spectacles  —  to  in- 
duce kind  people  to  adopt  some  of  her  little  ones.  All  who 
took  her  children  paid  her  money ;  but  she  —  unselfish  lit- 
tle woman  —  sent  it  all  to  the  missionaries.  So  the  united 
labors  of  mission-circles  and  Christian  friends  brought  them 
in  about  eight  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  after  paying  all 
expenses.  Wasn't  that  a  nice  surd  to  raise  for  our  Wo- 
man's Board  of  Missions  ?  S.  G. 
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ACKOSTIC. 

RT   CHARLIE  MEAD.* 

My  first  is  disagreeable  in  winter,  and  pleasant  in  summer. 
My  second  is  what  the  Bible  commands  children  to  do. 
My  third  is  a  noted  French  general  who  died  in  1759. 
My  fourth  is  a  book  in  the  New  Testament. 
My  fifth  is  a  country  in  North  Africa. 
My  sixth  is  a  farming-implement. 
!My  seventh  is  a  European  sea. 

My  eighth  is  a  State  south  of  Washington  Territory. 
My  ninth  is  a  bird  whose  home  is  in  the  Marion  Islands. 
My  tenth  is  one  of  God's  messengers  mentioned  in  the  Bible. 
My  eleventh  is  a  fruit  coming  from  Africa. 
My  twelfth  is  a  noted  tree  in  Pennsylvania. 
My  thirteenth  is  in  great  demand  in  summer. 

My  fourteenth  is  a  substance  first  used  in  Paissia  for  ornamental  pur- 
poses. 

My  fifteenth  is  the  name  of  an  ocean. 

My  sixteenth  is  the  name  of  a  man  that  once  spent  a  night  with  St. 
Paul  in  an  uncomfortable  position. 
My  seventeenth  was  head  and  shoulders  above  his  brethren. 
My  eighteenth  is  a  cape  in  Smith's  Sound. 
My  nineteenth  is  a  river  in  South  Africa. 

My  twentieth  is  the  first  explorer  of  mountain-tops  mentioned  in  the 
Bible. 

My  twenty-first  is  a  race  of  conquerors  that  flourished  in  the  fifth 
century. 

My  whole  is  an  organization  that  does  a  great  deal  of  good. 


ANSWER  TO  BIBLICAL  EIDDLE. 

Manna. 

We  have  received  a  correct  answer  to  the  biblical  riddle  in  the  April 
number  from  A.  N.,  Pittsfield,  Mass. ;  also  additional  answers  to  the 
acrostic  in  the  March  number  from  A.  N.,  Pittsfield,  Mass. ;  R.  W.  R., 
Homer,  N.Y. ;  C.  L.  B.,  East  Hampton,  Conn. 

We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  new  acrostics  from  R.  W.  R.,  Homer, 
N.  Y.;  A.  C,  Auburndale,  Mass.;  and  an  enigma  from  S.  W.  S.,  Apple- 
ton,  Wis. 

*  Only  ten  years  old. 
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